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GM Shib Army, crypto degens, and the world!
Welcome to the 72nd edition of our magazine! We invite you to immerse yourself in a captivating explo-
ration of blockchain technology.
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This edition is dedicated to exploring the un-
tapped potential of blockchain, currently stifled 
by issues such as sluggish transaction speeds, 
exorbitant fees, and a tendency toward centrali-
zation. We pose a critical question: Is a complete 
overhaul necessary, and if so, how should we 
go about implementing it? We draw parallels to 
transformative shifts in technology that we’ve 
seen in historic developments since time imme-
morial.
In our Shib Spotlight feature, we turn our 
attention to the Shib Alpha Layer, an important 
component of the Shiba Inu Operating System 
(Shib OS) that seeks to revolutionize decentrali-
zation. With a focus on a modular, rollup-agno-
stic sequencer, the Shib Alpha Layer promises 
to enhance speed, scalability, and security. In 
this informative piece, we will define what the 
Shib Alpha Layer entails and discuss its critical 
features and advantages, as well as the specific 
challenges within the blockchain ecosystem that 
it seeks to address.
What do experts say about the trilemma of 
blockchain? This edition’s Alpha Insights article 

presents opinions of industry experts regar-
ding this subject, offering an analysis of the 
current limitations and bottlenecks that plague 
blockchain development. We hope to help our 
readers better understand the types of advance-
ments necessary for future growth and progress 
in the field.
As we dive deeper, we also aim to dismantle 
prevailing myths and clarify misconceptions that 
often cloud people’s perceptions of blockchain. 
By cutting through the noise, we hope to pre-
sent a more accurate and insightful portrayal of 
this innovative technology.
Additionally, this edition features an explainer 
that unpacks the fundamental concepts of 
blockchain to help readers demystify componen-
ts of the technology that could easily be misun-
derstood.  
We hope that as you pore over each piece in this 
edition, you can have a better understanding 
of the complexities and potential of blockchain. 
May the insights here shed light on the inno-
vative pathways and solutions that are on the 
horizon.
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Reimagining the Foundation: 
A Blockchain Renaissance

The promise of blockchain is hampered 
by slow speeds, high fees & centralization. 
This edition explores a revolutionary new 

architecture for true scale.

The Shib Magazine -72nd EDITION



Shib Preview   7

The Shib Magazine - 72nd EDITION

The digital ledger flickers, 
struggling under the weight of 

its own ambition, as a new dawn 
breaks, promising to rewrite the 

rules of blockchain.
The concept of a shared, 

immutable record stretches back 
to the very dawn of civilization. 

From the cuneiform inscriptions 
on Mesopotamian clay tablets, 

meticulously documenting 
transactions and agreements, to 

the double-entry bookkeeping 
systems that emerged during 

the Renaissance, humanity has 
consistently sought ways to 

establish trust and transparency 
in its economic interactions.

The digital ledger, in its purest 
form, is merely the latest iteration 
of this age-old pursuit. Blockchain 

technology, with its promise 
of a decentralized, secure, and 

universally accessible ledger, 
initially appeared to be the 

culmination of this historical 
trajectory – a technological leap 

that would finally democratize 
finance and empower individuals 

on a global scale.

The Promise and the Pitfalls of Current Blockchain Technology
Yet, like so many revolutionary technologies in their nascent stages, the 
current blockchain landscape often finds itself wrestling with limitations that 
prevent it from fully realizing its transformative potential. Consider the early 
days of the internet. The vision of a globally connected network, where infor-
mation flowed freely and instantaneously, was undeniably compelling.

However, the reality of dial-up connections, limited bandwidth, and cumber-
some interfaces created significant friction, hindering widespread adoption 
and limiting the practical applications of this groundbreaking technology.

The parallels to the present state of blockchain are striking. While the under-
lying principles of decentralization, immutability, and transparency remain 
incredibly powerful, the user experience is often marred by frustratingly 
slow confirmation times.

Transactions that should be near-instantaneous can take minutes, or even 
hours, to be finalized, creating a significant bottleneck for applications requi-
ring real-time interaction. This is akin to attempting to navigate a modern 
city with a road network designed for horse-drawn carriages – the infra-
structure simply cannot support the demands placed upon it.

The High Cost of Decentrali-
zation: Fees and Accessibility
Furthermore, the cost of interacting 
with many blockchain networks 
has become a significant barrier to 
entry, particularly for individuals in 
developing economies or for appli-
cations requiring frequent, low-va-
lue transactions. High gas fees, the 
cost of executing transactions on 
the network, act as digital gateke-
epers, effectively excluding those 
who cannot afford to pay the toll.

This runs counter to the fundamen-
tal ethos of blockchain, which was 
intended to democratize access to 
financial services and empower indi-
viduals regardless of their socioeco-
nomic status.

Centralization Creeping 
Back: A Threat to the Core 
Principles of Blockchain
Perhaps the most concerning 
issue, however, is the resurgence 
of centralization within ostensibly 
decentralized systems. While the 
underlying blockchain itself may 
be distributed, certain aspects of 
the network, such as the ordering 
of transactions or the validation of 
blocks, can become concentrated 
in the hands of a few powerful 
entities.

This creates potential points of 
failure, vulnerability to censor-
ship, and the risk of manipulation, 
undermining the very principles of 
trustlessness and immutability that 
make blockchain so revolutionary. 
It's a subtle erosion of the core 
promise, a creeping return to the 
centralized models that blockchain 
was meant to supersede.

https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-2-edition-71
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-3-edition-71
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-4-edition-71
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-4-edition-71
https://shib.io/operating-system
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A Necessary Renaissance: Reimagining 
Blockchain Architecture
This edition explores a fundamental shift, a necessary renais-
sance in the architecture of blockchain technology. We are 
not advocating for mere incremental improvements or minor 
tweaks to existing systems.

Instead, we are envisioning a complete reimagining of the 
foundational layer, a paradigm shift as significant as the 
transition from the telegraph to the telephone, or from 
mainframe computers to the personal computer. It's a move 
beyond the limitations that have, until now, constrained the 
true potential of a globally connected, trustless, and equi-
table digital future.

Learning from the Past: Modularity and 
Interoperability
To understand the nature of this transformative approach, 
it's helpful to draw inspiration from historical precedents and 
relatable concepts. Consider the revolution in global trade 
brought about by the intermodal shipping container.

Before the mid-20th century, the process of loading and 
unloading cargo from ships was incredibly inefficient. Goods 
were handled piece by piece, a slow, labor-intensive, and 
costly process.

The introduction of the standardized shipping container – a 
simple, rectangular box designed to be easily transferred 
between ships, trains, and trucks – completely transformed 
the industry. This modularity, the ability to treat each 
container as an independent unit that could seamlessly 

integrate with different transportation systems, dramatically 
increased efficiency, reduced costs, and facilitated the 
explosive growth of global trade.

This principle of modularity – breaking down a complex system 
into smaller, independent, yet interconnected components 
– is a key element of the new blockchain architecture we 
will explore. This allows for easier upgrades, maintenance, 
and increased resilience overall; if one component is 
malfunctioning, the rest still remain intact.

https://shib.io/operating-system/shib-alpha-layer
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-shibarium
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-shibarium
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Building Blocks of the Future: Simplicity 
and Scalability
Another powerful analogy can be found in the 
seemingly simple, yet profoundly impactful, design 
of Lego bricks. While not a historical artifact in the 
traditional sense, the Lego system embodies the core 
principles of modularity with remarkable clarity. Each 
individual brick is a standardized unit, possessing a 
consistent and predictable interface.

Yet, through the combination of these simple units, 
incredibly complex and diverse structures can be 
created, limited only by the imagination. This illustra-
tes the power of building complexity from simple, 
interoperable parts – a principle that is central to the 
new blockchain architecture we are exploring. The 
ease with which different bricks connect, regardless 
of their specific shape or color, highlights the impor-
tance of seamless integration and adaptability.

The Pillars of a New Foundation: Speed, 
Scale, and Decentralization
The approach we delve into in this edition is built for 
speed, drawing inspiration from the instantaneous 
communication of the telegraph, which revolutioni-
zed global communication in the 19th century. It's 
designed for scale, capable of handling a volume 
of transactions that dwarfs the capacity of current 
blockchain networks, mirroring the exponential 
growth of the modern internet.

And, perhaps most importantly, it's rooted in the 
principles of true decentralization, reminiscent of 
the earliest forms of democratic governance, where 
power was distributed among the citizens rather than 
concentrated in the hands of a select few.

Beyond Technology: A Philosophical Shift
This is not merely a technical discussion but a philo-
sophical one. It's about reclaiming the original promi-
se of blockchain technology: to create a more equi-
table, transparent, and empowering digital world. It's 
about building a foundation that can support a truly 
decentralized global economy, where individuals have 
control over their own data, assets, and identities. 

The future of blockchain demands not just an evolu-
tion, but a fundamental rethinking of its underlying 
architecture. This edition explores the blueprints of 
that revolution, a new foundation upon which a truly 
decentralized future can be built. It's a journey back to 
the core principles, a rediscovery of the original vision, 
and a bold step towards realizing the full potential of 
the digital ledger. The time for a blockchain renaissan-
ce is now.

https://shib.io/operating-system
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-execution-rollups-l3
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Shib OS' Shib Alpha Layer Supercharges 
Blockchain Decentralization

The blockchain, as a concept, holds immense promise: a decentralized, transparent, and secure 
system for managing transactions and data. Yet, in practice, many existing blockchain networks 
struggle with limitations that hinder their widespread adoption and ability to power a truly global, 
decentralized network state. 
Slow transaction speeds, high fees, and vulnerability to centralized control have become significant 
roadblocks. The vision of a seamless, frictionless digital economy, where individuals have full control 
over their assets and interactions, remains, for many, just out of reach. 
But within the Shiba Inu ecosystem, a solution has emerged: the Shib Alpha Layer. This 
groundbreaking technology is designed to address these fundamental challenges head-on, 
providing the robust infrastructure needed to build a truly decentralized future.

The Shib Alpha Layer, a core feature of Shib OS, redefines decentralization with a modular, 
rollup-agnostic sequencer that delivers speed, scale, and security.

https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy
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What is the Shib Alpha Layer?
The Shib Alpha Layer is a modular, rollup-agnostic, 
decentralized sequencer designed to dramatically improve 
the speed, scalability, and security of blockchain transactions. 
Let's break down what each of these terms means:

Decentralized Sequencer: The sequencer is the component 
responsible for ordering transactions before they are 
processed. In many existing systems, the sequencer is 
a single entity, creating a potential point of failure and 
vulnerability to censorship. 
The Shib Alpha Layer utilizes a decentralized sequencer, 
meaning that the power to order transactions is distributed 
among multiple participants. This enhances security, 
reduces the risk of manipulation, and ensures that no single 
entity can control the flow of transactions. It's like having 
multiple air traffic controllers instead of just one, ensuring 
greater resilience and fairness.

Modular: Imagine a set of Lego bricks. Each brick is a 
separate, self-contained unit, but they can be combined in 
countless ways to create complex structures. 
The Shib Alpha Layer is built on a similar principle. It's 
composed of independent modules, each responsible 
for a specific function (like transaction processing, data 
availability, or consensus). 
This modularity allows for flexibility, adaptability, and easier 
upgrades. If one module needs to be improved or replaced, 
it can be done without disrupting the entire system. This is 
in stark contrast to monolithic blockchains, where changes 
often require complex and potentially disruptive hard forks.

Shib Alpha Layer: Key Features and Benefits 
The Shib Alpha Layer's innovative architecture translates 
into tangible benefits for users and developers:

Sub-100ms Finality: This is where the "Alpha" in the name 
truly shines. The Shib Alpha Layer achieves transaction 
finality – the point at which a transaction is considered 
irreversible – in under 100 milliseconds. This is a game-
changer. 
Imagine buying a coffee and having the transaction 
confirmed before you even take your first sip. Or participating 
in a decentralized auction and seeing your bid registered 
instantly. This near-instant finality is crucial for real-time 
applications, gaming, DeFi, and any scenario where speed 
is paramount.

Extremely High Transactions Per Second (TPS): The 
Shib Alpha Layer is designed to handle a massive volume 
of transactions concurrently, far exceeding the capacity of 
most existing blockchain networks. This high TPS ensures 
that the system can scale to meet the demands of a growing 
ecosystem with millions of users and countless applications, 
without slowing down or becoming congested. 
Think of it as a multi-lane highway capable of handling rush 
hour traffic without gridlock. This makes high-frequency use 
cases, such a decentralized, high-volume order-book based 
exchange, practical.

Enhanced Security: The decentralized sequencer, combined 
with the inherent security of the underlying blockchain, 
provides a robust and resilient system. The distribution of 
power makes it significantly more difficult for malicious 
actors to manipulate or censor transactions. This enhanced 
security is essential for building trust and confidence in the 
decentralized economy.

Rollup-Agnostic: Think of rollups as "express lanes" on a 
highway. They bundle multiple transactions together and 
process them off the main blockchain (Layer 1), then submit 
a summary proof back to the main chain. 
This significantly increases throughput and reduces 
congestion. The Shib Alpha Layer is "agnostic" to the specific 
type of rollup used. 
It can work with various rollup technologies (like Optimistic 
Rollups or ZK-Rollups), providing developers with maximum 
flexibility and ensuring the system remains future-proof. 
This means the Shiba Inu ecosystem isn't locked into a single 
scaling solution but can adapt to the best and most efficient 
technologies as they emerge.

https://shib.io/operating-system/network-state-analytics-engine
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-2-edition-71
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-shibarium
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-execution-rollups-l3
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-execution-rollups-l3
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Lower Costs: The combination of Rollups with a focus on 
throughput often lead to significant cost savings, as well.
For those with a more technical background, here's a brief 
overview of some of the underlying mechanisms:

Sequencer Operation: The decentralized sequencer uses a 
consensus mechanism (such as Proof-of-Stake or a delegated 
Proof-of-Stake variant) to determine which participants have 
the right to order transactions. This mechanism ensures 
fairness and prevents any single participant from gaining 
undue influence.

Data Availability: To ensure the security of rollups, the data 
underlying the transactions must be available for verification. 
The Shib Alpha Layer utilizes a separate data availability layer 
or relies on the underlying Layer 1 blockchain to guarantee 
data availability. The specific implementation details will be 
available in the official documentation.

Rollup Communication: The Shib Alpha Layer provides 
a standardized interface for communicating with various 
rollup solutions. This allows developers to easily integrate 
their rollups with the Alpha Layer, leveraging its speed and 
security benefits.

Impact on the Shiba Inu Ecosystem
The Shib Alpha Layer is not an isolated project but designed 
to be a core component of the broader Shiba Inu ecosystem, 
significantly enhancing the functionality and performance of 
other projects:

Shibarium: The Alpha Layer can act as a "turbocharger" for 
Shibarium, providing the speed and scalability needed to 
support a thriving ecosystem of decentralized applications 
(dApps). Transactions initiated on Shibarium can be 
processed through the Alpha Layer, benefiting from its sub-
100ms finality and high TPS.

TREAT & SHI: The stablecoin SHI and the reward token 
TREAT may leverage the Alpha Layer for faster and cheaper 
transactions, improving the user experience for holders and 
facilitating their use within the ecosystem.

Decentralized Governance: The Alpha Layer's speed 
and scalability can be leveraged for on-chain governance, 
allowing for more frequent and efficient voting and decision-
making within the Shiba Inu community.
Gaming and Metaverse Applications: The near-instant 
finality and high TPS are crucial for creating immersive and 
responsive gaming and metaverse experiences within the 
Shiba Inu ecosystem.

DeFi: The increased transaction speeds and throughput 
allow for more complex and useful Defi protocols to be built.
Blockchain has often promised more than it delivered. Slow 
speeds, high costs, and central control have been major 
problems. 

The Shib Alpha Layer aims to fix these problems. It's a 
new approach, built by the Shiba Inu community, to make 
blockchain work better. The goal is to make transactions fast, 
cheap, and truly decentralized. 

This could change how people use blockchain and help build 
a more open digital world. The work is ongoing, but the 
potential is significant.

https://shib.io/operating-system
https://shib.io/operating-system/shib-alpha-layer
https://shib.io/operating-system/shib-alpha-layer
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The Scalability Trap: Why Blockchain 
Struggles to Scale

Blockchain is touted as the backbone of a decentralized future, yet it still stumbles where it matters most 
— scalability. Networks clog, fees surge, and the dream of mass adoption remains just that: a dream. 
Despite years of breakthroughs, one question lingers: Can blockchain finally overcome its biggest flaw?
The need for a trusted ledger isn’t new — it dates back to Mesopotamian clay tablets. Blockchain promised 
to modernize that concept, decentralizing trust and reshaping finance, governance, and beyond. Yet, 
despite the hype and billions poured into development, mass adoption remains out of reach. The problem, 
experts agree, is scalability.

Blockchain promises a decentralized future, but scalability issues keep mass adoption out 
of reach. Can new tech finally break the bottleneck?

https://shib.io/operating-system
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Blockchain Promise and the Problem: 	
Growing Pains
At its core, blockchain is a shared, immutable record of transac-
tions, distributed across a network of computers. This decentral-
ized nature eliminates the need for intermediaries, promising 
greater efficiency, transparency, and security. But this very 
strength – the need for every node in the network to validate 
each transaction – becomes a significant weakness when the 
network grows.

The consequences of this bottleneck are readily apparent. Slow 
transaction times plague popular blockchains like Bitcoin and, at 
times, Ethereum. 

High transaction fees, especially during periods of network con-
gestion, make many use cases economically unviable. These lim-
itations aren't just inconveniences; they're fundamental barriers. 
DeFi protocols struggle with latency. Supply chain applications 
are limited in the volume of data they can handle.

"The ever-increasing demand for blockchain applications has 
resulted in significant scalability challenges, resulting in trans-
action latency, making the system slower and less efficient, 
thereby hindering their widespread adoption and utility," said 
Carlo R.W. De Meijer.

Mohsina Akter, Tyge-F. Kummer and Ogan Yigitbasioglu, in their re-
search, highlighted that, "Transactions that should be near-instan-
taneous can take minutes, or even hours, to be finalized, creating a 
significant bottleneck for applications requiring real-time interac-
tion. This is akin to attempting to navigate a modern city with a 
road network designed for horse-drawn carriages – the infrastruc-
ture simply cannot support the demands placed upon it."

Decoding the Trilemma: Decentralization, 
Security, and Speed
The core of the scalability challenge lies in what's known as the 
"blockchain trilemma" or "scalability trilemma." It posits that it's 
exceedingly difficult for a blockchain to simultaneously achieve 
decentralization, security, and scalability. Increasing one often 
comes at the expense of the others.

Decentralization and security are cornerstones of blockchain's 
value proposition. But achieving both often means sacrificing 
speed. Traditional blockchains, like Bitcoin, prioritize these, 
resulting in relatively low transaction throughput.

"Blockchain networks face a fundamental challenge known as 
the scalability or blockchain trilemma. It refers to the idea that 
it is challenging to simultaneously achieve three key features of 
a blockchain system: decentralization, security, and scalability, 
thus requiring trade-offs to improve scalability," De Meijer 
explained.

Centralization Creep: Are We Just Rebuilding Web2?
A critical concern is the potential for increased centralization 
with some scaling solutions.

As Akter, Kummer, and Yigitbasioglu's research highlighted: 
"While the underlying blockchain itself may be distributed, 
certain aspects of the network, such as the ordering 
of transactions or the validation of blocks, can become 
concentrated in the hands of a few powerful entities. This 
creates potential points of failure, vulnerability to censorship, 
and the risk of manipulation..."

Breaking the Bottleneck: What's Next?
The search for a scalable blockchain continues. Researchers 
are exploring hybrid approaches and interoperability between 
blockchains.

Shivani Tripathi emphasized a key barrier: "One of the biggest 
concerns for businesses when it comes to adopting blockchain 
technology is the lack of knowledge and understanding of 
how it works." This lack of understanding contributes to slow 
adoption.

An interviewee quoted in Akter, Kummer, and Yigitbasioglu's 
work stated, “Integrating a blockchain to an existing system is 
really hard […] in larger companies, it's legacy in-house software 
systems that have been built are complicated and getting to 
the point where transactions are actually initiated and hooking 
in that blockchain mechanism is super challenging wherein the 
cost to implement far exceeds the expected benefit.”

Is Mass Adoption a Pipe Dream or Just Delayed?
The scalability bottleneck is a significant, but not 
insurmountable, challenge. The industry is working on 
solutions, but the question remains: can blockchain achieve 
scalability without sacrificing decentralization and security? 

The answer will determine whether blockchain remains niche 
or becomes the foundation of a new digital world. The future 
hinges on balancing speed, security, and decentralization.

https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-shibarium
https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-shibarium
https://shib.io/ecosystem/defi
https://www.finextra.com/blogposting/24941/blockchain-and-the-scalability-challenge-solving-the-blockchain-trilemma
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1467089524000149
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1467089524000149
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-3-edition-71
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-2-edition-71
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1467089524000149
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-4-edition-71


Blockchain Lies You've Been Told — 
And the Tech Proving Them Wrong
Blockchain isn't slow, costly, or just for geeks. New tech is smashing 
those tired myths, proving the doubters wrong. Game on.

Heard the whispers? Blockchain is slow, expensive, and a toy for tech nerds. They say it can't scale, 
it's too complicated, and decentralization is a pipe dream. 
Well, guess what? Those whispers are lies. We're here to bust five big blockchain myths wide open, 
and show you the tech that's flipping the script. Let's get to it.
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Example: Sending small amounts of cryptocurrency or in-
teracting with a decentralized application (dApp) can now be 
done for fractions of a cent, thanks to these advancements. 
Want to send tiny bits of crypto or mess around with a dApp 
without paying a small fortune in fees? Turns out, you can—for 
fractions of a cent. That’s not some distant blockchain utopia; 
it’s already happening on Shibarium.

Myth #1: Blockchain's Slower Than a Sloth in 
Molasses (Speed)
Explanation: Many people associate blockchain with the slow 
confirmation times of early cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin. This 
is often due to the consensus mechanisms used (like Proof-of-
Work) and the limited block size.

Debunking: Next-generation technologies, particularly Layer 
2 scaling solutions like rollups, are achieving near-instant 
transaction finality. These solutions process transactions off-
chain and then submit a summary proof to the main chain, 
dramatically reducing confirmation times. Sub-100ms finality 
is becoming a reality, making blockchain suitable for real-time 
applications.

Example: Buy a coffee, tap your card, done. Now imagine 
crypto working just as fast. No waiting, no lag—just instant 
confirmation, thanks to advanced blockchain tech.

Myth #2: Blockchain Costs More Than a Private 
Island (Cost/Fees)
Explanation: High "gas fees" on popular blockchains like 
Ethereum during periods of high demand have created the 
perception that all blockchain transactions are expensive. This 
is often due to network congestion.

Debunking: Layer 2 scaling solutions, especially rollups, signifi-
cantly reduce transaction costs by processing transactions off-
chain. This allows for micro-transactions and makes blockchain 
accessible to a wider range of users and applications. Further-
more, modular designs allow developers to pick and choose the 
best and most cost-effective solutions for each use case.

Myth #3: Blockchain's Scaling Ceiling is Lower 
Than My Basement (Scalability)
Explanation: The limited transaction throughput of many 
first-generation blockchains has led to the belief that block-
chain technology is inherently unable to scale to meet the 
demands of a global user base.

Debunking: Innovations like rollups, sharding (on Layer 1), and 
improved consensus mechanisms are enabling blockchains to 
handle thousands, or even tens of thousands, of transactions 
per second. This is paving the way for mass adoption and the 
development of complex, high-volume applications.

Example: Picture a global social network or a sprawling online 
game running entirely on a blockchain—no centralized servers, 
no middlemen. Sounds wild? Shiba Eternity and Agent Shiboshi 
are already doing it on Web3, powered by Shibarium.

https://shib.io/ecosystem/defi
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy
https://shib.io/operating-system
https://shib.io/operating-system
https://shib.io/operating-system/shib-alpha-layer
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-3-edition-71
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Myth #4: Blockchain's Too Complex for Mere Mortals (Complexity/Usability)
Explanation: The technical jargon and complex concepts surrounding blockchain can be intimidating for non-technical 
users.

Debunking: While the underlying technology is complex, the user experience is rapidly improving. User-friendly wallets, 
intuitive interfaces, and abstraction layers are making it easier for anyone to interact with blockchain applications without 
needing to understand the technical details. The focus is shifting towards seamless user experiences, similar to how peo-
ple use the internet without needing to understand TCP/IP protocols.

Example: Just like you don't need to know how email works to send a message, you won't need to be a blockchain expert 
to use decentralized applications in the future.

Myth #5: Decentralization = Chaos and Inefficiency (Decentralization)

Example: A decentralized network now matches the speed 
of centralized systems — only with security, transparency, 
and zero reliance on gatekeepers.

We've busted the myths, exposed the lies, and shown you 
the tech that's changing the game. But this isn't just about 
faster transactions or lower fees. It's about questioning 
everything you thought you knew about blockchain. 

What other assumptions are holding us back? What else 
is possible? The future is unwritten, and it's time to start 
writing it.

Explanation: Some argue that the need for consensus 
among multiple nodes in a decentralized network inherent-
ly makes blockchain slower and less efficient than central-
ized systems.

Debunking: Innovations like decentralized sequencers (in 
Layer 2 solutions) and more efficient consensus mecha-
nisms are proving that decentralization and high perfor-
mance can co-exist. These advancements allow for rapid 
transaction processing while maintaining the security and 
trustlessness benefits of decentralization. The key is to 
distribute control without sacrificing speed.

https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-4-edition-71
https://magazine.shib.io/article/decentralized-economy/category/articles-5-edition-71
https://shib.io/operating-system/shiba-inu-doggy-dao
https://shib.io/operating-system/shiba-inu-doggy-dao


The Blockchain Illusion: 					   
What You Think You Know vs. The Truth

So, you’ve heard about blockchain. Maybe someone confidently told you, “Blockchain is a 
decentralized, immutable ledger!” and you nodded along like you totally got it. But here’s the thing 
— this definition is like calling a car “a thing with wheels.” 

Not wrong, but not quite the full picture either.

Blockchain isn't all it seems — some myths make it sound magical, but the truth 
is a bit messier. Let’s break it down in simple terms!
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What Blockchain Actually Is — And Why 
That Definition Is Murky
Let’s break it down. The go-to explanation of block-
chain makes it sound like a one-size-fits-all technol-
ogy, but in reality, it’s more of an umbrella term for 
different digital record-keeping systems. 

Some blockchains are open and permissionless, like 
Bitcoin and Ethereum, where anyone can join the 
network, verify transactions, and pretend to be a 
crypto guru at dinner parties. Others, like permis-
sioned blockchains used by banks or supply chains, 
are more exclusive — you need an invite to the club.

And that whole “immutable” thing? Well, yes, block-
chains are designed to be resistant to tampering, 
but they’re not untouchable. Some networks allow 
updates through governance mechanisms, and let’s 
not forget those occasional “oops” moments where 
blockchains have been forked or altered due to bugs 
or attacks.

Not All Blockchains Are Created Equal

Think of Bitcoin and Ethereum as siblings who took 
very different career paths. Bitcoin is the dependable 
older sibling who just wants to be digital gold — se-
cure, simple, and not interested in anything fancy. 

Ethereum, on the other hand, is the artsy, free-spir-
ited one who moved to the big city, learned about 
smart contracts, and now lets developers build 
decentralized apps on its platform. Then there are 
permissioned blockchains, which are like private VIP 
lounges — controlled, closed off, and often used by 
corporations that don’t want just anyone peeking at 
their data.

The Key Takeaway

“Blockchain” isn’t just one thing — it’s a broad term 
covering a wide range of systems that operate differ-
ently depending on their purpose and design. So, the 
next time someone throws around blockchain buzz-
words, you can confidently say, “Well, actually…” and 
enjoy the satisfaction of being the smartest person in 
the room (or at least sounding like it).

Breaking Down the Core Concepts (With-
out the Fluff)
Decentralization: The Misunderstood Buzzword

You’ve probably heard that blockchain is all about 
decentralization. Sounds great, right? No single entity 
controls the network! Except… that’s not always true. 
Bitcoin? Fully decentralized. Some other blockchains? 
Not so much.

Decentralization exists on a spectrum. Some projects 
claim to be decentralized but are actually run by a 
handful of validators who make all the decisions 
(looking at you, certain “Web3” projects). Others are 
more open, but still rely on developers or miners who 
have significant influence. So, next time you hear 
“decentralized,” ask, “How decentralized, exactly?”

Consensus Mechanisms: Proof-of-Work vs. Proof-of-Stake vs. New-
er Models

If blockchains are digital ledgers, then consensus mechanisms are the 
referees ensuring everything is fair and square.

• Proof-of-Work (PoW): Used by Bitcoin, PoW requires miners to solve 
complex puzzles to validate transactions. It’s super secure but also 
about as energy-efficient as a toaster running 24/7 for eternity.

• Proof-of-Stake (PoS): Instead of solving puzzles, validators are cho-
sen based on how many coins they hold and are willing to “stake” as 
collateral. Faster and more energy-efficient but sometimes criticized 
for favoring the rich (because the more you stake, the more power 
you have).

• Newer Models: Variations like Delegated Proof-of-Stake (DPoS) or 
Proof-of-Authority (PoA) aim to balance security, speed, and energy 
use. The trade-off? Some of these models introduce more centraliza-
tion risks.

At the end of the day, the choice of consensus mechanism is a balanc-
ing act between security, decentralization, and efficiency.

Immutability: Not As Permanent As You Think

“Once something is on the blockchain, it can never be changed!” 
Well… sort of. Blockchains are designed to be tamper-resistant, but 
they’re not set in stone. Here’s how things can get rewritten:

• Hard Forks: When a blockchain’s community disagrees on an 
upgrade, the chain can split in two. This has happened with Bitcoin 
(Bitcoin Cash) and Ethereum (Ethereum Classic).

• 51% Attacks: If a single entity gains control of over 50% of a net-
work’s mining or staking power, they can theoretically rewrite history 
— though it’s rare and expensive.

• Governance Changes: Some blockchains have built-in governance 
that allows for protocol updates, meaning changes can and do hap-
pen.

So, while blockchain is resistant to changes, calling it “immutable” is a 
bit of an exaggeration.

Trustlessness: More Marketing Than Reality?

One of blockchain’s biggest selling points is that it’s “trustless.” The 
idea is that you don’t need to trust any middlemen, just the code 
itself. But let’s be real — trust still exists, just in different places.

• You have to trust developers to write secure, bug-free code (which, 
let’s be honest, doesn’t always happen).

• You have to trust validators or miners not to collude.

• You have to trust governance mechanisms to make the right deci-
sions for the network.

https://shib.io/
https://shib.io/
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So, while blockchain removes some traditional intermediaries, 
it doesn’t eliminate trust—it just shifts it around. Instead of 
trusting a bank, you’re trusting a network of people and code. 
Whether that’s better or worse depends on your perspective.

The Blockchain Myths That Refuse to Die
“Blockchain Is Just a Fancy Database”

At first glance, blockchain and databases seem similar — both 
store information, right? But that’s like saying a bicycle and 
a motorcycle are the same because they both have wheels. 
Traditional databases are centralized, fast, and easy to update. 
Blockchain, on the other hand, is decentralized, slower, and 
intentionally difficult to alter. Why? Because its main goal isn’t 
just storing data — it’s ensuring that no single party can con-
trol or manipulate it.

“Blockchains Are Completely Secure”

Blockchain is secure… to an extent. It’s designed to be tam-
per-resistant, but not invincible. We’ve already mentioned 51% 
attacks, where someone who controls most of the network’s 
resources can rewrite transaction history. And don’t forget 
about smart contract bugs — if a developer makes a mistake in 
the code, hackers can exploit it (as seen in multiple high-profile 
crypto hacks). So yes, blockchain is more secure than many 
traditional systems, but calling it bulletproof is a stretch.

“Blockchain Will Fix Everything”

Look, blockchain is cool, but it’s not a magical cure-all. It struggles 
with scalability (ever tried using Ethereum when gas fees spike?), 
regulatory uncertainty, and usability issues (have you ever tried 
explaining private keys to your grandma?). While blockchain has 
great potential in areas like finance and supply chain tracking, 
it’s not the best solution for every problem. Sometimes, a good 
old-fashioned database does the job just fine.

Why This Matters, And What’s Next
Blockchain’s impact isn’t about buzzwords; it’s about practical 
use cases. While hype can sometimes cloud reality, blockchain 
is already being used in meaningful ways.

From finance (think stablecoins and DeFi) to gaming (play-to-
earn economies) to identity management (self-sovereign IDs), 
understanding these basics helps separate real-world applica-
tions from pure speculation.

And with the next wave of blockchain innovation — like Shib 
OS and the Shib Alpha Layer — being built on top of these 
principles, getting the fundamentals right now is more import-
ant than ever. Whether you’re just getting started or already 
deep in the rabbit hole, one thing’s clear: blockchain isn’t just a 
trend — it’s a technology that’s still evolving, quirks and all.

Blockchain is neither magic nor a scam — it’s a tool. Like any 
tool, it can be incredibly useful, but only if you know how 
to use it properly. It’s not a fix-all solution, and it’s certainly 
not going to replace the internet, money, or common sense 
(though some people seem to think so).

It has the potential to reshape industries, but only when ap-
plied where it actually makes sense. Not every problem needs 
a blockchain solution — sometimes, a good old-fashioned 
database works just fine.

The next time someone bombards you with blockchain buzz-
words, you’ll be ready to separate the facts from the hype. And 
who knows? You might even be the one doing the explaining. 
Just don’t become that person who turns every conversation 
into a TED Talk about decentralization — unless, of course, 
someone actually asks. In that case, go wild.

https://shib.io/operating-system/fhe-powered-shibarium
https://shib.io/ecosystem/defi
https://shib.io/operating-system/play-with-shib
https://shib.io/operating-system
https://shib.io/operating-system
https://shib.io/operating-system/shib-alpha-layer
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Blockchain Myths & Facts Roundup

Myth: Blockchain is slow.
Fact: Next-generation technologies like rollups 
are revolutionizing blockchain with near-
instant transaction finality through off-chain 
processing and summary proofs.

Myth: Blockchain is expensive.
Fact: Rollups and other Layer 2 scaling 
solutions cut transaction costs by off-chain 
processing, enabling micro-transactions and 
expanding blockchain accessibility.

Myth: Blockchain isn’t scalable.
Fact: The introduction of rollups, sharding, 
and better consensus mechanisms is 
allowing blockchains to process thousands of 
transactions per second.

Myth: Blockchain is too complex for non-
technical users.
Fact: As blockchain technology evolves, the 
user experience is becoming more intuitive 
and accessible through improved interfaces.

Myth: Decentralization makes blockchain 
inefficient.
Fact: Innovations in decentralized sequencers 
and efficient consensus mechanisms show 
that decentralization can coexist with high-
performance transaction processing.
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The Best of SHIB presents a curated selection of the most exciting 
news, biggest trends, and unforgettable highlights from across 
the vibrant Shiba Inu ecosystem. It showcases the top moments, 
groundbreaking developments, and community achievements that 
make SHIB, BONE, LEASH, TREAT, Shibarium, and other Shiba Inu 
initiatives so dynamic. Readers get a dose of pure SHIB positivity!

DOGGY BYTES

BEST OF SHIB

Welcome to Doggy Bytes, your ultimate weekly bulletin for all things Shiba Inu! Designed for the 
Shib Army and dedicated supporters, we curate the latest and most exciting updates that are 
worth your attention. Stay informed and engaged with your favorite Web3 community as we 
deliver the news you can't afford to miss!
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Welcome to SHIBA INU in Numbers, your weekly 
source for positive insights into the Shiba Inu 
ecosystem! Each week, we highlight the key metrics 
and milestones for SHIB, BONE, LEASH and TREAT, 
focusing on price appreciation and other positive 
developments. We also track the exciting progress 
of Shibarium, Shiba Inu’s Layer-2 scaling solution, 
bringing you key stat . Plus, we shine a light on the 
growth of Shib Torch.

The underdog story of SHIB continues to unfold as well with its recent listing 
on BingX Futures! This development enhances trading options for investors, 
allowing them to leverage their positions and explore new profit possibilities. 
Shib Army, don’t miss out on this exciting moment! 

And did you know that SHIB is currently testing the lower Bollinger Band? 
This crucial support level might just be the springboard for a significant price 
surge if it holds strong. So stay on the lookout — you might need to get ready 
for some action.

Don't overlook BONE as it makes its move past the upper Bollinger Band, 
signaling an exciting wave of buying pressure! This breakout marks a 
significant shift from its earlier consolidation phase, setting the stage for 
potential gains. Want to explore the possibilities that could emerge from this 
recent activity? Check out this article for deeper insights.

Meanwhile, LEASH is catching attention with notable price hikes! The Shib 
Daily recently reported on its role as a premium token within the Shib 
ecosystem and its limited supply as a driving force behind the token’s overall 
value. So if you’re on the hunt for golden opportunities in Shib, make sure 
LEASH is on your radar!

Have you secured your spot at the 1001 Crypto Nights to be co-hosted by 
Shib with LBank at TOKEN2049 in Dubai on April 30? Don’t forget to bring 
your fabulous Arabian wardrobe as you join the world’s most elite in Web2 
and Web3 in what will be an unforgettable beach music festival this year. 

Now let's talk a little bit about this update 
on Shib burns that recently caught some 
attention: an anonymous user has torched 
a staggering 1 billion SHIB tokens. This 
massive burn has resulted in an incredible 
surge in the burn rate — up by 8,470%. 
A big shoutout to you, mysterious 
benefactor! 

Let’s kick it off with a banger about 
ShibaSwap! According to the latest data 
from CryptoDiffer, ShibaSwap’s trading 
volume skyrocketed by an incredible 
228% from late February to March 25, 
2024. This has landed ShibaSwap in the 
fifth spot on CryptoDiffer’s ranking of 
“Top DEXs by trading volume growth in 
the last 30 days.” For more details, you 
can read our report on The Shib Daily. 

SHIB IN NUMBERS

Credit: @CryptoDiffer

Credit: LBank’s Luma event

https://etherscan.io/tx/0xd0354dd769e9933165e6f54b67a19ecfc394f79a0945fb65762d1d3c194c19f3
https://x.com/CryptoDiffer/status/1904474966260645972
https://news.shib.io/2025/03/25/shibaswap-outpaces-major-dexs-with-228-volume-growth/
https://x.com/CryptoDiffer
https://lu.ma/4vror25d
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The latest figures for Shiba Inu (SHIB) 
reveal a positive trajectory, with the token's 
price reaching $0.00001349 at 1:43 p.m ET 
on Monday, an increase of 4.61% from the 
day prior.

More striking is the substantial growth 
in SHIB’s 24-hour trading volume, which 
surged by 42.92% to $173.41 million on the 
same day. This combination of price growth 
and increased trading activity signals a 
heightened interest and confidence in 
SHIB, reinforcing its integral role in the Shib 
ecosystem.

The increase in trading volume reflects 
active market participation and enhances 
liquidity, suggesting that SHIB is becoming 
increasingly entrenched in the broader 
cryptocurrency landscape.

 The recent activity on Shibarium high-
lights its continuous expansion, illustrat-
ed by the data shown above.

This Wednesday, the total completed 
transactions have climbed from last 
week's 956.341 million to 971.336 mil-
lion. The number of total addresses cre-
ated has seen an even more impressive 
uptick, climbing from 173.546 million to 
188.267 million, marking a substantial 
growth of about 8.46%. Meanwhile, the 
total contracts executed have risen to 
27.568 thousand, and BONE transfers 
have increased to 2.084 million. Lastly, 
total accounts have expanded from 
241.642 thousand to 244.82 thousand, 
representing a 1.36% increase.

These figures collectively underscore the 
strong upward trajectory of Shibarium, 
signaling a vibrant and growing ecosys-
tem that continues to attract users and 
engagement. 

SHIBARIUM

SHIBA INU ECOSYSTEM TOKENS
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On March 24 at 1:45 p.m. ET, the Shiba Inu Treat 
(TREAT) price reached $0.005379, reflecting an 
increase of 1.49% from the day before. This 
growth demonstrates the token’s resilience amid 
market fluctuations and emerging role as a sig-
nificant asset within the Shib community.

The 24-hour trading volume of $1.84 million on 
the same day indicates a healthy level of trading 
activity, suggesting that TREAT is gaining trac-
tion and could be pivotal in facilitating transac-
tions and enhancing user engagement.

Bone ShibaSwap (BONE) has also demonstrated 
resilience in its market performance, with its 
price climbing to $0.3746 on Monday—a 1.40% 
increase from the previous day. This modest rise 
is complemented by a 24-hour trading volume of 
$6.83 million, indicating strong market interest 
and activity around the token at the time. 

The price uptick suggests increasing confidence 
in the token, while the sustained trading volume 
indicates that BONE is actively being used for 
transactions. These figures highlight BONE's 
essential function in facilitating liquidity and 
promoting user engagement within the Shib 
ecosystem.

Doge Killer (LEASH) traded at $172.18 at 1:47 
p.m. ET on Monday, reflecting a 2.24% increase 
from Sunday. The trading volume recorded on 
the same day reached $1.74 million, marking an 
impressive rise of 8.11%.

These increases suggest that LEASH is gaining 
traction within the Shib ecosystem, potentially 
driven by growing investor interest and confi-
dence in its utility. 

As LEASH continues to gain attention, its im-
portance in providing liquidity and facilitating 
transactions within the Shiba Inu framework 
is becoming more apparent, thus contributing 
to the overall vitality and sustainability of the 
project. 
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SHIB BURN 

This week, the SHIB community has seen a significant increase in token burns, with an impressive total of 
765,376,965 SHIB incinerated as of Tuesday, marking a 7.33% rise compared to last week. 

These recorded numbers were facilitated through ShibTorch, the dedicated community burn portal of the 
Shib Army, which has become a vital tool supporting the reduction of the overall supply of SHIB and enhanc-
ing its value. 
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BONE has soared to the top spot among the ‘5 
fastest growing Layer 2 tokens in the past 7 days,’ 
as reported by @Degenc_AI! Let’s hear it for the 
Shib Army—give a big round of applause! 

Coinpedia Markets knows the real deal, recog-
nizing BONE in its this week's Top 10 #Altcoins 
Watchlist. We’re on cloud nine seeing all the love 
BONE has been getting! 

Did you see SHIB in this 'Outstanding #Meme-
coins in the last 7 days' chart by Crypto Insights? 
What an amazing testament to the indomitable 
spirit of the meme that turned into a movement!

BONE recently claimed the crown in Crypto Insights' 
Daily Market Overview, soaring to an impressive 
35.52%! We’re so happy to see our words from The 
Shib Daily ring true — BONE is indeed on fire. 

“Blockchain has the potential to transform the way 
we live, work, and interact.”

— Unknown



Finished the journey? 

Let’s make it unforgettable—grab one of the 3,000 
free NFTs waiting to be minted this week!
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